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Plan 

• Introduction 
• Why drugs affect out brain 
• Drug history 
• History of drug control 

– History of prohibition 
– Beginnings of drug prohibition in the USA 
– International drug control  
– Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs, 1961 
– Convention on psychotropic drugs, 1971 
– Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and psychotropic substances 

• Colombia and the war on Drugs 
– Introduction to Colombian modern history 
– The Cartels and Paramilitarism 
– Plan Colombia 

• A new approach 
– President Juan Manuel Santos 
– Ex-president of Colombia Cesar Gavíria 

• Professor David Nutt 
 
 
 



Why drugs affect our brain 



Drug History 



Beginning of drug prohibition in the 
USA 



Harrison Law and Alcohol ban 



International drug control 

Shanghai 1909:  opium control around  China 
Hague 1912:   league of nations 
Geneva 1924 : government run monopolies 
Geneva 1925:  international limits of production and trade 
Geneva 1931:   Harry Anslinger Federal Bureau of Narcotics 
Bangkok 1931:  US wants harsher measures 
Geneva 1936: Attempt to criminalize all activities 



Single convention Protocol 1961 

• Consolidation of existing conventions 

• 73 countries 

• Pursuing domestic policies 

• US delegates want institutionalisation as 
means to cure dependency 

• Coca and Cannabis in strong prohibition band 



Vienna Psychotropic convention 1971 

• Introduced concepts of public education and 
abuse prevention 

• Coordination between parties to improve early 
identification of new drugs, treatment, after-care 
and rehabilitation 

• Punishment is not to be exchanged for 
rehabilitation and treatment, but to be 
complimented by the new approaches 

• Includes many synthetic new drugs 
• Strict export and import control 



United Nations Convention Against Illicit Traffic 
in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic 

Substances1988 

 • It provides additional legal mechanisms for 
enforcing the 1961 and 1971 conventions 

• Improved cooperation between countries to 
prosecute criminals 

• Money laundering 

• Freezing of financial and commercial records 

• Extradition of traffickers 

• Strict monitoring of substances 

 



Introduction to Modern Colombian 
History 

• Little infrastructure and weak institutions 

• Only white inhabitants 

• Colonial legacy of land ownership 

• Bipartisan 

• Jorge Eliecer Gaitan 

 



Colombia a case for re-examining 
prohibition 



War on drugs 

• Up until 1970’s low drug consumption 

• Small traffic of marihuana to US 

• Cocaine displaces marihuana in the end of the 
70’s 

– 1976 cocaine exports of 14 metric tons 

– 1979 up to 25 tons 

– 1980 more than 50 tones 



Cartels 

• Medellin cartel 

 

 

 

 

 

• Cali cartel 



Americas summit 

• 33 countries 

• Santos pushes the agenda of legalisation  

– "In spite of all the efforts, the illicit drug business is 
still buoyant, drug addiction in all countries is a 
serious public health issue, and drug trafficking is still 
the main provider of funding for violence and 
terrorism,"  "An in-depth discussion around this topic 
is needed, without any biases or dogmas, taking into 
consideration the different scenarios and possible 
alternatives to more effectively face this challenge." 

 



Latin-American ex-presidents 

• Fernando Cardoso - Brazil 

• Ernesto Zedillo - Mexico 

• Cesar Gavíria - Colombia 

– The United States-led drug war is pushing Latin 
America into a downward spiral 

• Cardoso, stated that the countries involved in 
this war should remove the "taboos" and re-
examine the anti-drug programs 



What Should be Done? 

• Should we just carry on with prohibition? 

• Partial decriminalisation? 

• Can we just legalise the lot? 

• Can we identify the saved money? 

• Can we make it go to the right places? 

• My view 


